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Rita Roberson

AUG 3, 1957 - FEB 11, 2015

R ita Marie Roberson was born in Caldwell, Idaho to Orval and Idalene
(deceased) Roberson. She grew up on their family ranch, surrounded by her
younger brothers and sister. Though she lived her whole life with Cerebral Palsy, Rita
loved God, life and others. She was always ready for adventures and had plenty of
stories to tell. She handled them all, people and adventures, with patience and a
sense of humor. This zest for life led her, as a young adult, to begin classes at Boise
State University and to eventually move to the warmer climate of San Diego where
she graduated from SDSU with a Degree in Recreational Therapy. She later became
certified as an Assistive Technology Consultant.Rita lived in San Diego for 35 years
surrounded by her Christian family at the La Mesa Church of Christ and a host of
friends. She was an active member of her church taking part in prayer groups, Bible
studies, children’s ministry and outreach to people with disabilities. She was a
volunteer teacher’s assistant for the GS 420: “Disability and Society “class at San
Diego State University from about 1998 until the fall of 2014, when a second bout
with cancer forced her to stop. She leaves behind a legacy of faith, hope and love.Rita
is survived by her father, Orval Roberson, brother Rick (Dian) Roberson, sister Reola
(Scott) Strother, brother Wayne (Maisie) Roberson, sister-in-law Roxanne (brother
Erin, deceased) Roberson, numerous other relatives and many dear friends. A
memorial will be held at the La Mesa Church of Christ, 5150 Jackson Dr., La Mesa CA
91941 on Saturday, February 28, 2015 at 11:00 AM with luncheon to follow.In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to some of Rita’s favorite groups: La Mesa Church
of Christ — on separate note “for missionary fund”, 5150 Jackson Dr. , La Mesa CA
91941; United Cerebral Palsy Foundation (ucp.org), Challenge Center of La Mesa
(challengecenter.org) or a charity of your choice.
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Tribute Wall Rita Roberson

AUG 3,1957 - FEB 11, 2015

Janice Flynn posted:

We first meant Rita when she graduated with the first CCl dog we raised. (Gable) Gable was a
yellow lab X. Rita and Gable were a perfect match. Gable came from Canine Companions for
Indepedence (CCI) . Gable retired early due to seizures, but lived till he was 14 1/2 years old.on a
Ranch in Montana. We lost contact with Rita until recently when we learned of her passing from a
relative. We enjoyed talking with Rita, talking mostly about her dog Gable. Janice and Dan Flynn

May 3 at 3:34 PM

Bill Kauphusman posted:
Five in Portrate!

March1at 6:16 AM

Ed And Catherine Nunnely posted:

We are so sorry forthe loss of our friend Rita. We have been away from our California church
family foralmost 25 years. We still think of and remember the courage and strength Rita showed
us in spite of the challenges she faced in her life. God blessed us with herlife and love. She will
be missed.

February 16 at 2:50 PM

Trisha posted:

Rita had such a great spirt!  have not seen these pictures from the woman's retreat. It was the
bestretreatI've been blessed to have a partin. Now Rita is at the eternal retreat and can dance
along with the rest of em". I'm sure she's having a blast!

February 13 at 4:20 AM
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Janian Thurman posted:

Rita and I metin 1999 at a fitness facility and continued to work together at the SDSU Fitness
Clinic for Individuals w/ Disabilities. This program is a learning environment for SDSU Kinesiology
students and a facility for local community members w/ varying disabilities to complete
prescribed, assisted fithess. Mendy mentioned Rita's assistance with the class "Disability in
Society", Rita's teaching continued with us. She helped educate countless more students in how
to assist and program therapeutic exercise forindividuals with cerebral palsy. Additionally, Rita
spearheaded a fund raising campaign to purchase our program an Equicizer (a therapeuutic,
mechanical horse for rehabilitation). | am so thankful for Rita! Her knowledge of assistive
technology was endless. If | couldn't figure out what was needed for someone, | did not hesitate
to ask Rita's opinion. Rita is loved and missed. Our fitness clinic will not be the same without her.

February 13 at 3:36 AM

Bruce Chase posted:

I met Rita 30 years ago at the La Mesa Church of Christ. I'll neverforget her SDSU graduation. The
courage it took to leave the safety and comforts of an Idaho home and strike out on her own...
honestly, I just still can't believe it. She had to rely on buses being ontime, a sweetdog to push
the buttons on the elevator, and the kindness of her many friends and Fraternity Brothers and
Fraternity Little Sisters, and her wonderful roommate turned best friend. To know her was to know
a never give up attitude. That certainly showed in her graduating college. My condolences to her
family, and of course, to dear sweet Mary Denise. The world has lost a very neat person, and | will
miss hera lot.

February 12 at 1:04 PM

Mendy Mcclure posted:

Rita and | have been friends for over 30 years. We first met at church, but | ended up as a care-
takerfora short period of time when my son was about 2 years old. We were both attending
SDSU.In1998 l asked herto help me with teaching at SDSU with a class called Disability and
Society. We started with about 60 students. Eighteen years later we have two sections of this
course with a combined enrollment of 700 students a semester. You do the math! Rita educated
and influenced thousands of SDSU students, teaching them to neverassume what someone can
and cannot do based ontheirappearance. Herlegacy lives on and we will continue to share her
story thanks to video recordings and saved presentations. What a mighty woman of God!

February 12 at 11:28 AM
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Sean posted:

I met Rita approximately 19 years ago at La Mesa Church of Christ. She has always amazed me.
Despite the limitations of her body, her sharp, beautiful mind was always thinking of how to serve
others. Her speech may have been slow, but her emails were eloquent. I'm sad to see herleave
us here; however, she is now sprinting up in Heaven with no limitations!

February 12 at 9:08 AM
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Rita by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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